Panda cams down, but park cams still going strong
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The National Zoo’s panda cams have been silenced, entrances to the
national parks are roped off, and many government website home-pages
show a message explaining that the government is shut down.

But the National Park webcams are going strong.

Anyone hoping to check out the view from the Statue of Liberty’s crown or
the top of the Washington Monument can simply log on to EarthCam.com.

The company manages the hardware and live-streaming needs of cameras
on at least a half dozen government-funded sites including the Gettysburg
battlefield, Paterson Great Falls, Steamtown National History Site, and the
Flight 93 National Monument.

“There’s really no daily maintenance,” EarthCam'’s strategic sales director,
Lisa Kelly, told CBSNews.com, so the fact that park employees have

been furloughed has no impact on the cameras. Once the high-definition,
weatherproof cameras are installed, their internal computer system connects
with EarthCam’s server.

The parks’ only responsibility is to plug an embed code into its website, so
that the videos can stream. Even if the websites are down, the videos all
stream on EarthCam’s homepage.

EarthCam handles all of the IT, as well as social media promotion on Twitter
and Facebook. The full package costs about $6,000 for the year.

“We have a partnership in the Statue of Liberty that shows the view from the crown, the torch. We have a camera on the top of the
Washington monument,” Kelly said. “As long as the power is on, people are still able to go online and virtually visit those places.”

As the shutdown loomed, EarthCam double-checked with the Statue of Liberty staff to ensure that the cameras should continue
streaming. They were given the green light and told that the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation’s website will remain live.

“That’s been huge, too. It's the pandas and it's the parks that everyone’s been talking about,” Kelly added. “People come from all over

the world and plan on going to Liberty Island.

“This is not the same, but at least you can get up close.”
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