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NPR’s Trina Williams on the lighting of the Washington 
Monument

The Two-Way team enjoyed a new view on the way to work 
in the predawn hours Tuesday morning:

The Washington Monument was all aglow.

As NPR’s Trina Williams tells us, 488 lights are giving the 
monument some sparkle each night. The lights have been 
installed on scaffolding that surrounds the monument and 
were switched on at dusk Monday.

The scaffolding is there because workers are repairing 
cracks and other damage caused by the August 23, 2011, 
earthquake that shook the Mid-Atlantic states. A blue/gray 
fabric covers the scaffolding. The lights shine from behind 
that covering.

According to the Washington Post, “the lighting is no one-time affair. Sensors will switch on the illumination each night until the 
scaffolding is removed late this year or next.” The Post reminds readers that the monument was also lighted this way when other 
repairs were made from 1998-2000.

There’s also word this morning that EarthCam.com has some new views of the monument streaming online. They include images from 
a camera atop the monument. Here’s a link to a time lapse video of shots from that perch.

Some Two-Way readers may recall our 2011 post about the videos from inside the monument during the earthquake: “Atop 
Washington Monument, Visitors Scrambled During Quake.”
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