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After recovering from the initial shock and devastation of 
September 11th in 2001, the city of New York began laying 
down plans to erect a new World Trade Center complex. A 
symbol of recovery and strength, the complex consists of 4 
main buildings, the One, 2, 3 and 4 World Trade Centers.

It took many years of fits and starts, but the crown jewel of 
the new complex — the 1,776-foot One World Trade Center 
— is complete, and the time-lapse above shows what almost 
9-years of construction has yielded.

The time-lapse was put together by EarthCam using HD 
webcam footage, and was released on the day before the 
12th anniversary of the attacks. Made up of hundreds of 
thousands of images, it shows one of the most beautiful and 
tallest structures in the world rising, as one commenter on 
YouTube put it, “like a phoenix from the ashes.”

The One World Trade Center, formerly known as the 
Freedom Tower, is now the second-tallest freestanding 
structure in the western hemisphere (narrowly beaten out by the CN Tower in Toronto). When all is said and done, it will be joined by 
three other buildings, one of which (the 4 World Trade Center) you can see rising up alongside the One World Trade Center in the 
time-lapse’s wide shot.

The building cost nearly $4 billion to build, but that shouldn’t be too hard to recover. One of the tenants, Condé Nast Publications, 
reportedly plans to move its headquarters to the 1WTC, and will be signing a 25-year lease of 1.1 million square feet of space for an 
estimated $2 billion.

Check out the video at the top for yourself to watch this magnificent building’s 1,776 feet (symbolic of the year the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted) emerge one foot at a time.

https://www.youtube.com/user/earthcam?feature=watch
http://www.earthcam.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn11DWH_LEA&feature=c4-overview&list=UU6qrG3W8SMK0jior2olka3g
http://petapixel.com/2013/09/13/time-lapse-showing-rise-one-world-trade-center-past-9-years/

